Beginning Broadway










    Grupe/ F14

LAP 3/ FOSSE 








           www.iwadance.weebly.com
BOB FOSSE (1927 – 1987)
“Director-choreographer Bob Fosse forever changed the way audiences around the world viewed dance on the stage and in the film industry in the late 20th century. Visionary, intense, and unbelievably driven, Fosse was an artist whose work was always provocative, entertaining, and quite unlike anything ever before seen… Through his films he revolutionized the presentation of dance on screen and paved the way for a whole generation of film and video directors, showing dance through the camera lens as no one had done before, foreshadowing the rise of the MTV-era of music video dance.”
-An excerpt from the PBS series Broadway: The American Musical, The Stars Series
Rationale:

Bob Fosse, American Broadway dancer and choreographer, made keen contributions to the world of dance. In this LAP we will explore the stylistic elements credited to his iconic style. Movement instruction, practice and the assessment routine will focus on his unique movement tendencies. Students will perform the assessment routine at the end of the LAP, showcasing their knowledge of the key elements that make the Fosse style so distinguishable. 
LAP Objectives:

1. Explore the impact that Fosse had on jazz dance and Broadway musicals and recognize how his influence can still be seen today in modern pop culture

2. Recognize stylistic elements credited to Bob Fosse 
3. Learn and perform a choreographed combination based on Fosse-style movement

In class:

Instruction will begin with an activity providing introductory background information about Bob Fosse. During each movement class, students will be given a series of warm-up exercises to learn and execute.  After warm-up, skills exercises as well as a choreographed movement combination will be taught and practiced. Once all material is taught and students are familiar with the steps, they will be asked to add performance quality to the combo in preparation for the performance test. 

Open Lab: 

Students should use Open Lab time to ask questions, obtain one-on-one instruction and practice both movement exercises as well as the combination/routine. Open Labs are also reserved for students making-up a class.
Homework:
1. Practice new steps and exercises
2. Practice Fosse routine
3. Individual research as needed to further familiarize yourself with the Fosse dance style

Summative Assessment:
· Fosse Performance Test in class on:  _____________________________
*please wear your all-black “costume” 
Based on the needs of the class, the dates and content of this LAP may be changed at the instructor’s discretion. It is the student’s responsibility to remain aware of changes. Classroom announcements and updates to the Weebly website will be made in the event of any changes.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Key elements of Fosse’s signature style:

· jazz hands

· snapping fingers

· rounded/hunched shoulders
· isolated pelvic movement

· hip and shoulder rolls

· tipped hats 
· turned in knees

· angled torso

· backwards exits

· group formations
Most Famous Works: 

· Pajama Game
· Cabaret

· Sweet Charity

· Pippin

· Chicago

· Damn Yankees

· All That Jazz

· Fosse
Awards:

· He won 8 Tony Awards for choreography and 1 for direction
· He was nominated 4 times for an Academy Award and won 1 for Cabaret
· He won an Emmy Award
· He was the first artist to win an Emmy, Academy Award and a Tony Award in the same year (1973)
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