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LAP 3 – A Chorus Line
Class Meetings: October 16, A day – November 30, F day
Material needed for LAP:

Dress out clothes, jazz shoes, and a willingness to participate.

Rationale:

The wildly successful Broadway musical, A Chorus Line, can be thought of as ‘a  true dancer’s musical’.  The plot itself is based on a dancing chorus audition and, the amount of actual choreography within the show is abundant. By studying this musical, students will get a glimpse of the ‘real-life’ for dance professionals. In class, a dance combination will be taught to convey the technical aspects of this style of jazz dance and the precise movements required.  Formations, group-work and spacing will also be stressed. Props will be used to give students a chance to develop their skills of coordination and articulation. A performance of the routine will assess student knowledge at the end of the lesson. 

LAP Objectives:

Students will:

· Obtain a better understanding of the Broadway Musical A Chorus Line 
· Demonstrate correct technique in various jazz dance steps, most specifically: ball change, tendu, chainés turn, passé and grand battement
· Correctly execute a choreographed combination, demonstrating knowledge of these key performance skills:

1. Spacing, group-work & formations

2. Manipulation of a prop

3. Performance/entertainment quality through facial expressions

4. Precise movement execution in synchronized group choreography

Formative Assessment:

During each class, students will be given a series of warm-up exercises to learn and execute. These exercises are designed to: prepare the body for activity, develop muscle memory and coordination, teach new movement material and develop steps already in the student’s movement vocabulary. After warm-up, a choreographed movement combination will be taught and practiced. Once all material is taught and students are familiar with the steps, they will be asked to add performance quality to the combination in order to prepare for the performance test. Video clips from the musical A Chorus Line will be shown in class to demonstrate the style, precision and overall look of the choreography.

Summative Assessment: Please remember to wear all black for this performance
*LAP 3 “One” Performance in class on: November 30, F day
Open Lab: 

Students should use Open Lab time to ask questions, obtain one-on-one instruction and practice both movement exercises as well as the combination/routine. Make-up classes should be completed in Open Lab as well.
Homework:

1. Watch videos from class website to become familiar with the movement style of this musical
2. Review the LAP vocabulary
3. Practice the class combination(s)
Vocabulary:
1. Ball change – transfer of weight to the ball of the free foot, then back to the supporting foot
2. Chainés Turn- (a chain of turns) can be done in plié or relevé

3. Chassé – (chased) one foot chases the other out of its position

4. Grand Battement – large beat, al large brush/kick 

5. Grapevine – a weaving pattern of the feet: step open, cross back, step open again

6. Parallel – refers to the position of the hips/legs/feet where the toes/knees/thighs are pointed straight forward and the heels pointed straight back. There is equal distance between the legs/feet, which will never touch. 

7. Passé – (passed) the foot of the working leg passes the knee of the supporting leg  
8. Pirouette – whirl or spin. Turning on one leg while the other is held in a position such as passé
9. Plié – bending

10. Port de bra – (carriage of the arms) in a range of movements and positions based from classical ballet 

11. Relevé – (raised) to raise the body, lifting the heels off the floor

12. Sauté – jumping

13. Spotting – a technique used in turning where the eyes are fixed on one spot as the body rotates to avoid dizziness and to keep one’s orientation on conclusion of the turn or series. The head is the last to leave and first to return 

14. Tendu – (stretched) stretching the foot along the floor until it is in a full pointed position

15. Turnout – refers to the outward rotation of the hips, legs and feet
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Essential Question: How can I best achieve my purpose with this routine?








